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In the fall of 1987, Dr. Elma H. Mardis and Emma H. Stotts organized a service 
organization called River City Sette. This group was comprised of 30 women of diverse 
backgrounds, interests and talents that came together with the purpose of providing 
service for underprivileged youth in the greater Memphis community. Being fully 
aware of the high ideals and commitment to service exempli�ed by the national body 
of The Links, Incorporated, the membership voted to seek avenues for entry into that 
national body. After serving as an interest group, the River City Sette celebrated 
induction into Linkdom on  Saturday, May 15, 1993, at the historic Peabody Hotel in 
Memphis, Tennessee.  

The River City (TN) Chapter became the third chapter in Memphis, the tenth in the state 
of Tennessee and the two hundred and forty-fourth chapter in the Central Region. 
National President, Marion Schulz Sutherland and Chapter Establishment O�cer, 
Marion Sweeney installed twenty-one charter members. Charter members were Dr. 
Elma H. Mardis, president; 

Lorraine P. Bell, Josephine A. Bennett, Lanetha C. Branch, Shirley P. Cobbins, Dorothy B. 
Evans,  Rose Jackson Flenorl, Norma F. Gri�n, Cora L. Hardy, Molly P. Long, Mary R. 
Lowery,  Edith H. Powers, Inetta F. Rogers, Melanie M. Sta�ord, Emma H. Stotts, Margaret 
H. Strong,  Charlene M. Turner, Gwendolyn Washington-Jones, Dr. Joyce B. Weddington, 
Jewel G. Wilburn and Bobbie J. Worthy.  Beverly C. Robertson and Sara L. Lewis were  
inducted at a later date in 1993. 

The past presidents of River City (TN) Chapter are Dr. Elma H. Mardis, Charlene M. 
Turner, Norma F. Gri�n, Martha P. Beard, Beverly C. Robertson, Carolyn F. Bishop,  Dr. 
Charlotte M. Freeman, Dr. Inetta F. Rogers, Carla Stotts-Hills, Gale Jones Carson, and 
Ailene  Oliver Booker. Vanecia Belser Kimbrow, Esq., is the 12th President to graciously 
lead our beloved circle of friends.  

The River City (TN) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated demonstrates a commitment to 
the Memphis community through the development of collaborative partnerships that 
deliver  strategic solutions to community ills through programs  that enrich the lives of 
our fellow citizens.

Chapter History

River City (TN) Chapter
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From Our President
Greetings,

Welcome to Groovin’ with River City: Party at the Palace, 
presented by the River City (TN) Chapter of The Links, 
Incorporated. Since our inception, our members have been 
committed to serving where there is great need 
throughout the Greater Memphis and Shelby County 
community and abroad. Together with our community 
partners, we strive to successfully deliver transformational 
programs that are sustainable and measurable to ensure 
social and judicial equity, and the cultural and economic 
survival and advancement of African Americans and those 
of African descent, and all other persons that need our aide 
to live empowered.

Because of your support for Groovin’ with River City, our chapter continues to develop and 
implement impactful programs within our �ve national program areas: The Arts, Services to Youth, 
National Trends and Services, International Trends and Services, and Health and Human Services.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our long standing community partners for their 
ongoing support which helps us to provide excellence in programming to the Memphis and 
Shelby County communities – Hattiloo Theatre, the National Civil Rights Museum, LeMoyne-Owen 
College, and FedEx.

I would like to also recognize Gale Jones Carson, our Fund Development Chair, and each of her 
committee members for this stellar event. I owe a very special "thank you" to the River City (TN) 
Chapter membership for their unwavering commitment to transformational service to our 
community. My beautiful Sisters, I wholeheartedly appreciate you and thank you for your time, 
talent and service.

To our friends, supporters, volunteers, and sponsors, together, let us harness "The Power of 1", and 
build strategic collaborations that transform our communities through friendship and service.

Vanecia Belser Kimbrow, Esq.,
President

River City (TN) Chapter



Welcome to
Party at the Palace

Groovin’ with River City:

Welcome to the River City (TN) Chapter of the Links, 
Incorporated’s Groovin’ With River City: Party at the Palace. We 
are very excited about your presence and support of our major 
fundraiser. That support will help us achieve our commitment 
to serve Memphis and Shelby County through our �ve facets: 
Services to Youth, Health and Human Services, the Arts, 
National Trends and Services, and International Trends and 
Services.

Today, for your enjoyment, we have a great line-up of 
performers Karen Brown, Tamara Monger, Mark Baker, and Tracy 
McGee with the Copaetic901 Band.

The River City (TN) Chapter expresses thanks and gratitude to our sponsors, guests and 
supporters. With this support we will be able to continue serving Memphis and Shelby County.

I appreciate and recognize that it is the dynamic leadership within our chapter who continually 
thrusts us forward towards excellence. 

The fruition of today’s  Groovin’ With River City: Party at the Palace was made possible by the 
service of my Link Sisters President Vanecia Kimbrow, Michelle Fowlkes, Nashawnda Thomas, 
Elizabeth Stewart, Jewel Wilburn, Patrice Myers, Rose Flenorl, Kontji Anthony, April Thompson, 
Stephanie Scurlock; Merry Lynn Moore, Kimela Cox, Ocpivia Johnson Sta�ord, Tessera Michelle 
Hardaway, Shirley Burford Miller, , Loyce Lambert Ryan, Lashell Vaughn, Victoria Vaughn, 
Charlene Turner, Gwen Washington Jones, Carla Stotts Hills, Erica Evans, Marilyn Evans, Loverta 
Dorris, Joy Rogers Stout, Shirley Cobbins, Cynthia Hailey, Sophia Hardy, Kimbra Toney, Yvonne 
Joiner,  Ailene Oliver Booker and Harriett Holman -- their hard work, dedication and commitment 
to serve is invaluable -- we are truly Linked in Friendship, Connected in Service.

Finally, I want to express my great appreciation for each of you who have supported the River 
City (TN) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated’s Groovin’ With River City: Party at the Palace.

Gale Jones Carson, Fund Development Chair
10th President, River City (TN) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated



Artists

Mistress of Ceremonies

Karen Brown
An evening out listening to the sounds of award-winning vocalist 
Karen Brown is like spending the night with the biggest musical 
legends of our time.  Karen blends the soulful artistry of her church 
choir experience with the moving emotions of the great music 
legends and delivers a performance that is uniquely her own.

She sings in the key of love while specializing in the genres of 
Gospel, Soul and more. Karen has shared the stage with and sang 
background for some of the biggest names in the industry and has 
earned her position as a musical staple through the elements of 
consistency, vocal e�ciency, charisma and professionalism.

Copacetic 901 Featuting
Tracy McGee
Enjoy music from a band in�uenced by straight ahead,  contempo-
rary, and smooth jazz artists.  We channel the energy of Oscar 
Peterson, Herbie Hancock, Fourplay and Boney James.  We infuse 
elements of Funk, R & B,  and Classic Rock to create a unique blend 
that is represented in an eclectic playlist from Sweetest Taboo to In a 
Sentimental Mood.

April Thompson
April Thompson is an award-winning reporter and co-anchors the 4:00 
and 4:30 newscasts on WREG News Channel 3 every weekday. 
Thompson has received numerous journalism awards for her work in 
television including the Tennessee School Board Association’s Award 
for Outstanding Reporting and in 2016 an Emmy Award for Journalistic 
Enterprise. She has also received several Emmy nominations for her 
reporting. Her favorite motto is, ”If you believe you can achieve.” She 
says God has blessed her life and if she can be a positive and shining 
example of God’s goodness, she will have reached her goal.

Booking: 901-573-6092
Facebook: Karen Brown LIVE
Instagram: @karenbrownlive



www.markbakersax.com

Facebook /tamarajonesmonger
bonitastar01@hotmail.com

901.237.3369
angel@angeliqcreations.com
www.angeliqcreations.com 

Artists
Mark Baker
With over 20 years in performing under his belt, saxophonist/arranger/ 
composer Mark Baker has cultivated a quality of music that resonates 
through a person's soul and touches their senses. His music possesses 
an inviting lyrical quality music that tells harmonious stories displaying 
a variation of emotions including sounds of gladness and exhilaration 
to more poignant and contemplative melodies. In his music, Mark 
strives to maintain his own distinctive style while spanning a broad 
emotional range. His versatility in essence comes from being inspired 
by Jazz, R&B, Funk, Blues, and Rock tunes.

Tamara Monger
Tamara has blended her soulful-jazzy style into a unique melodic sound 
that is in�uenced by icons such as Sarah Vaughn, Nancy Wilson and 
Ledisi to name a few.

She has performed in both local and national arenas.  She has been 
blessed with the opportunity to grace the stage with Stevie Wonder, 
Gerald Levert, Kem, and Eric Roberson.  Her vocal experience also 
expands to her background support for Ledisi, Howard Hewett, Glenn 
Jones, Dave Hollister, Chico DeBarge and a host of others.

Angelique Gray 
Angelique Gray is a graphic designer and visual artist.  She is the 
Creative Designer and proprietor of AngeliQ Creations, a rising 
graphic and event design business that o�ers variety of design 
services as well as private paint parties and commissioned art.  
Angelique Gray is a graduate of Hampton University with an MBA 
from the University of Memphis.  Professionally, she is also currently 
the Program Lead in Talent Acquisitions for Branding and Strategic 
Partnerships with Regional One Health.  She is a past board member 
of Dress for Success Memphis and currently serves on the board of 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Memphis.  She is a proud member of 
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church and Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Incorporated.   Finally, she is the mother of one brilliant 
daughter, Callie.  



Routine Wellness Visits
  On-Call Medical Services from an Onsite 
Independent Medical Doctor
 Diverse Worship Services
 Planned Social & Recreational Programs
 On-Site Beauty Salon  Barber
 Laundry Housekeeping Services 
 Transportation Services Available
 Comfortable Common Areas
 Private Patios

Like Grounds

FEELS LIKE HOME 
SENIOR LIFESTYLE RESIDENCES

3393 KIRBY ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38115
901-542-0864

Luxury Apartment Homes 
Affordable Monthly Rates 

Feels Like Home is dedicated to its residents living life gracefully 
in affordable luxury residences that provide a comfortable, active, 

and caring environment that truly Feels Like Home.

Beverly Robertson, President

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Thank You to Our Supporters

 

TRUST is a premiere relationship marketing firm, 
providing growth opportunities to those with whom we 

serve, interact and employ. 

Since 1991, we have provided full service marketing and 
public relations to clients across America

still here for you. 

 

44 N. Second Street, Suite 800 

Memphis, TN  38103 

901.521.1300 

www.trustmkt.com 

TRUST is a premiere relationship marketing 

with whom we serve, interact and employ.

Since 1991, we have provided full service 
marketing and public relations to clients 

across America 

We’re still here for you.

44 N. Second Street, Suite 800
Memphis, TN  38103

901.521.1300
www.trustmkt.com



The Spence Law Firm will be your champion in both personal and 
business legal disputes. We know the issues, the industry, and the law.

Expert legal guidance. Professional representation.

· PERSONAL INJURY

· MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR  
SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS

· EMPLOYMENT LAW

· WORKERS COMPENSATION LAW

· CONSTRUCTION LAW

· MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

· FAMILY LAW

· BUSINESS AND GENERAL  LITIGATION

· MEDIATION SERVICES

FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL COUNSEL, CALL

901.312.9160

Robert Spence, Attorney

www.thehornelawfirm.com
901-331-1816

CIVIL LAW + CRIMINAL LAW
JUSTICE FOR ALL
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The Links Foundation



Philanthropy
in Our Community

Services to Youth
The Links, Incorporated created its first program facet, Services to Youth, to equip 
black youth to use their intellect and spirit of achievement to become successful 
and productive citizens. The Links, Incorporated is committed to ensuring that 
youth are academically successful and engaged in healthy lifestyles. We implement 
transformational programs that are responsive to the academic, health, cultural, 
social awareness, career development, and mentoring needs of youth.

National Trends and Services
The National Trends and Services facet is tasked with eliminating disparities by 
reducing barriers to resources through advocacy, education, and service. Our 
chapter seeks to raise our collective voices and transform the communities in 
which we work. The facet’s goals include increasing the number of sustainable 
and measurable programs; increasing collaborative partnerships; and extending 
our initiatives to communities identified as having the greatest need.

Health and Human Services
The Links, Incorporated established the Health and Human Services facet in 
response to the chronic health disparities that persist in black communities and 
result in the decreased life expectancy of African Americans and other people of 
African ancestry. The goal of HHS is to promote and facilitate programs that 
support the maintenance of good health and the elimination of chronic health 
disparities in communities of color through education, health advocacy, and 
optimal utilization of health resources. Community education about health risks is 
crucial and the River City (TN) Chapter plays a significant role in providing it.

International Trends and Services
The International Trends and Services facet provides services and delivers transformational 
programs to people of African ancestry globally so that they may have a better quality of 
life. Programs are designed and developed to service educational, health and cultural 
needs and to help people emerge from poverty. A primary objective of our international 
work is to enrich the lives of women and their families.

The Arts 
The Links support of the arts can be traced to our cultured co-founder 
Margaret Roselle Hawkins. Her passion for creative expression helped 
give root to the establishment of The Arts facet in 1964 at the 14th 
National Assembly. The goal of The Arts facet is to produce and support 
programs to enrich the quality of life of our youth and communities 
through educational and engaging art experiences while Transforming 
Communities, Fulfilling Our Purpose.



FedEx applauds the organizations that make community 

their business, like the River City (TN) Chapter of The 

Links, Inc. Working hard to create stronger, better 

communities is work that we all can appreciate.

©2019 FedEx. All rights reserved.

A better world. 
One community 
at a time.
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