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OFFICE OF THE SHELBY COUNTY TRUSTEE 

WHEREAS, in February 1843, Gray’s Creek Baptist Church was found by Pastor Joseph “Free Joe” 
Harris, and;  

WHEREAS, Gray’s Creek Baptist Church is believed to be the oldest Afr ican American  
Congregation in Shelby County, and; 

WHEREAS, from 1915 to present, Gray’s Creek has been guided by eleven worthy and honorable 
men, who have served their congregation tirelessly, and;  

WHEREAS, Reverend Patrick Tucker became the current pastor in 2012 when Reverend Wiley L. 
Harris retired after 35 years of service, and;  

WHEREAS, under the direction of Pastor Tucker, the church is committed to mission ministry 
through community outreach in the Memphis and Shelby County vicinity, and;  

WHEREAS, the Gray’s Creek Baptist Church congregation str ived to live by their  faith, rooted 
and established in the word of God , and;  

WHEREAS, the congregation has continued to grow by the grace of God, by welcoming many 
new members, incorporating new technologies and making improvements and additions to the church, 
and;  

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon government to recognize outstanding organizations that bring  
guidance and leadership to our community. 

Now, therefore, I, David C. Lenoir, Shelby County Trustee, as a  duly-elected  
public official do hereby declare it fitting and proper on this 18th day of  February, in the year 
of our Lord, 2018, to issue this Proclamation of  Congratulations to The Gray’s 
Creek Baptist Church for celebrating its 175th Anniversary and for its  continuing ser-
vice to the residents of Memphis and Shelby County.  

 
      

 DAVID C. LENOIR 
SHELBY COUNTY TRUSTEE 
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